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Matthew 2:1-2 (CEB) 
 
Royal Psalm's Vision Revealed Jesus' Righteous Reign 
 
MONDAY 1.5.26   Psalm 72:1-4, 7-11 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Epiphany, celebrated in early January by many Christians, marks the revealing of Jesus Christ to the 
Gentiles. The word means "manifestation" or "appearance." Eastern churches observed it as early as 
the second century, initially celebrating Jesus' baptism and birth. Western Christianity later focused it 
on the Magi's visit, symbolizing Christ revealed as light to all nations, not just Israel. This week's GPS 
focuses on Biblical passages exploring that theme. 
 
Psalm 72 was a Hebrew “royal” psalm likely honoring the coronation or anniversary of a human king 
of Israel. Epiphany honors when Jesus was revealed not only to his own Jewish people but to Gentile 
seekers—the magi from the east. Psalm 72's vision of “all nations” serving the king and kings bringing 
tribute from afar prefigured this revelation. Its praise went far beyond any human king's ability to fulfill. 
Scholar J. Clinton McCann Jr. said of verse 11, "What may sound like propaganda is the psalmist's 
way of wishing that God's purposes be universally honored, ultimately for the benefit of all." * 
• The average Israelite who heard this psalm read or sung might have thought only of their nation's 

current king. But it's not hard to see why believers in later centuries—especially those of us who 
know the story of Jesus—often read this passage during Epiphany. In what ways do verses 10-11 
suggest the journey of the magi to see the infant Jesus? As you reread the psalm’s words, identify 
all the parts that you believe apply more fully to Jesus than to any human ruler. 

• Like most of the Hebrew Scriptures, Psalm 72 praised “justice” and “peace.” But writing them in a 
psalm didn’t make them happen. Scholar J. Clinton McCann Jr. said: 'In reality, the kings of Israel 
and Judah became oppressors themselves, and so evoked opposition from the prophets, who 
accused them of failing to take care of the poor and needy (see Isaiah 3:13-15; Amos 5:11; 8:4) 
and who demanded justice and righteousness (see Isaiah 1:27; 5:7; Amos 5:24)." ** In what ways 
does accepting Jesus as the true King—revealed to all nations—challenge or inspire your actions 
to work for justice and peace today? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the true king who brings justice and peace, who rules from sea to sea, to 
the ends of the earth. Thank you for including me in your kingdom. Amen. 
* J. Clinton McCann, Jr., comment on Psalm 72:11 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 918 OT.  
** Ibid., comment on Psalm 72:4. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%203%3A13-15%3B%20Amos%205%3A11%3B%208%3A4&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%201%3A27%3B%205%3A7%3B%20Amos%205%3A24&version=CEB


 
Divine Glory Shining Through God’s People  
 
TUESDAY 1.6.26   Isaiah 60:1–6  
This prophetic poem first addressed Israelites after their return from exile in Babylon. God was with 
them and called the returned Israelites to be a light to others. Scholar David McKenna noted: “The 
light of the glory of God did not arise upon Jerusalem so that its people could bask with self-
indulgence in its splendor. As always, the glory of God's presence is given for the purpose of 
glorifying Him through service to others.” * Christians have long read this passage during Epiphany 
because it spoke of “nations” coming “to your light” and “kings to your dawning radiance.” 
• The prophet did not call God's people to be glorious on their own. Instead, he wrote, “the Lord will 

shine upon you; God's glory will appear over you.” God's light and love—most fully revealed in 
Jesus—was to shine through them to reach nations and kings. In what ways can you more fully 
take in God's glory and love so that it shines out through you to those around you? 

• Verse 2 spoke to Israel's situation (cf. Isaiah 59:9-10)—and one every generation seems to face. 
Even amid the hopeful glow of a New Year, to what extent would you say “darkness covers the 
earth and gloom the nations”? Consider: 
--Which of God's people most consistently shine the light of God's love for you at the darkest 
times, and in what ways? 
--Who are the hurting people whose lives God wants to brighten through you right now? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, when the world seems the scariest and ugliest, shine your light in and through 
me. In place of gloom, give me a spirit that shines, not only in holiday seasons but all year round. 
Amen. 
* David Mc. Kenna, The Preacher’s Commentary Series, Volume 18: Isaiah 40–66. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
1994, p. 228. 
 
God’s Plan: Gentile Seekers Found the King 
 
WEDNESDAY 1.7.26   Matthew 2:1-6 
It's appropriate that Epiphany comes later than December 25, because Matthew 2's events occurred 
sometime after Jesus' birth. Matthew specified that these visitors—likely from the area of Persia 
(modern Iran)—arrived an unspecified amount of time “after Jesus was born.” Judea was a minor 
Roman province. No one expected non-Hebrew scholars to travel far to see, much less worship, even 
a “king of the Jews.” No one, that is, except God, who drew them by a star. 
• The magi’s arrival was deeply important. Scholar N. T. Wright noted: “The arrival of the ‘Magi’ 

introduces us to something Matthew wants us to be clear about from the start. If Jesus is in some 
sense king of the Jews, that doesn't mean his rule is limited to the Jewish people. At the heart of 
many prophecies about the coming king, the Messiah, there were predictions that his rule would 
bring God's justice and peace to the whole world (e.g. Psalm 72; Isaiah 11.1–10).” * By including 
these “foreigners” in Jesus’ story, what did Matthew tell you about the reach of God’s saving love? 

• The eastern astronomers may have spent up to 18 to 24 months following the star. We know this 
because after their visit, murderous Herod ordered the death of every child two years old and 
younger based on the time he learned from the magi (Matthew 2:16). Did you need to make a 
lengthy journey in life to find Jesus, or was he “right there” for you as a child? Either way, how 
have you learned to value and worship him as the magi did? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2059%3A9-10&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2072%3B%20Isaiah%2011.1%E2%80%9310&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mt%202%3A16&version=CEB


Prayer: Lord of the whole world, you didn’t limit the message of Jesus’ birth to only people with 
“correct” theology. Thank you for the inclusive love that reached far beyond any one people group to 
share that joy. Amen. 
* Wright, N. T., Matthew for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-15 (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 11). Westminster 
John Knox Press. Kindle Edition. 
 
Joy and Gifts: Gentiles Recognized God's Light  
 
THURSDAY 1.8.26   Matthew 2:9-12 
Paranoid Herod killed even family members to keep his hold on the throne. His fear and rage, as we 
saw last week, forced Joseph and Mary to take their baby to Egypt. The magi were honest seekers, 
perhaps even inspired by Isaiah 60:6. When they saw the star—familiar from their studies—they 
“were filled with joy.” Yet, perhaps unknowingly, their gifts also pointed to the story's end. Scholar 
William Barclay said: “Gold for a king, frankincense for a priest, myrrh for one who was to die—these 
were the gifts of the wise men." * 
• The contrast is surprising. Matthew wrote that wealthy foreigners who’d just seen Herod's court 

“saw the child with Mary his mother”—a poor peasant girl. Yet “falling to their knees, they honored 
him." What allowed these Persians to value the simplicity of Mary and her child more than the 
external glitter of Herod's court? What do you learn about your God who valued worship from 
Zoroastrian visitors who came to see the newborn king because of an invitation in the stars? 

• Epiphany, like Christmas, was the start, not the end. Scholar N. T. Wright saw parallels: “Jesus 
will finally come face to face with Pilate, Caesar's subordinate. His soldiers are the first Gentiles 
since the Magi to call Jesus "king of the Jews" (Matthew 27:29), but the crown they give him is 
made of thorns, and his throne is a cross. Instead of a bright star, there will be unearthly darkness 
(Matthew 27:45), out of which we shall hear a single Gentile voice: yes, he really was God's son 
(Matthew 27:54). Listen to the whole story, says Matthew." ** How does Jesus' full story—star at 
his birth, darkness at his death, light in his resurrection—give your new year greater light and joy? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, the magi honored you not just with their gifts but when they paid attention to the 
dream warning them not to play along with Herod. Help me to honor you both by acts of worship and 
by avoiding foolish choices against which you warn me. Amen. 
* William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew—Volume 1 Chapters 1–10 (Revised Edition). Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1976, p. 33. 
** Wright, N. T., Matthew for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1-15 (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 12). Westminster 
John Knox Press. Kindle Edition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2060%3A6&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A29&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A45&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027%3A54&version=CEB


Jesus Revealed his Mission: God’s Inclusive Love  
 
FRIDAY 1.9.26   Luke 4:16-21 
In the village synagogue where he had grown up, Jesus read from Isaiah 61. In Isaiah God's servant 
said he had a mission to “preach good news to the poor... to liberate the oppressed.” Like Epiphany, 
this showed Jesus revealing who he was and what he came to do. Rev. Jim Wallis said: “Followers of 
Jesus Christ must understand that every person who walks this earth possesses the image of God. 
For this reason, racism, sexism and homophobia are an assault on that very image of God." * 
• Jesus quoted and adapted Isaiah 61:1-3 in Nazareth to define his mission: “To preach good news 

to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the 
oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” It has a nice poetic ring. What can you do 
each day to live into the meaning of those words in life’s gritty, unpoetic, day-to-day realities? 

• Jesus' hearers tried to kill him for saying God's love reached far beyond Israel's religious and 
ethnic borders (Luke 4:24-28). Scholar Richard Hays wrote: “Christian interpreters have too often 
made the disastrous mistake of thinking Jesus was opposing Judaism and seeking to replace it 
with a more universal, purely spiritual religion (Christianity). On the contrary, Jesus was firmly 
rooted in Jewish prophetic tradition. Both his critique of the Jewish authorities of his time and his 
expansive vision of God's mercy were grounded in Israel's scriptures." Does it inspire or irk you 
that Jesus loved and invited all people, not just those of your denomination, country or race? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Cory Asbury’s song “Reckless Love” *** says, “There’s no wall you won't kick 
down, lie you won't tear down coming after me.” Grow me into your partner in kicking down walls and 
tearing down lies that keep people from you. Amen. 
* From an online video at https://www.facebook.com/SojournersMagazine/videos/510587169792795/.  
** Hays, Christopher B; Hays, Richard B., The Widening of God's Mercy: Sexuality Within the Biblical Story (pp. 120-121). 
Yale University Press. Kindle Edition. 
*** “Reckless Love,” written by Cory Asbury, Caleb Culver, Ran Jackson. © 2017 Bethel Music Publishing (ASCAP) / 
Watershed Publishing Group (ASCAP) (adm. by Watershed Music Group) / Richmond Park Publishing (BMI). All Rights 
Reserved. 
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The Church Reveals God's Colorful, Inclusive Wisdom 
 
SATURDAY 1.10.26   Ephesians 3:5-11 
The apostle Paul knew God had—and has—a BIG plan: to restore our world to total wholeness 
(Revelation 21:1-5). Christmas and Epiphany showed Jesus, God in human flesh, as the living center 
of that plan. “Epiphany” means “revealing” or “manifestation,” and Paul used that exact language in 
Ephesians. * He said God, in divine wisdom, trusted Jesus' human followers—"the church”—to be 
God's main means of showing his wisdom and glory. In verse 7, Paul cited God's power, using the 
Greek word dunamis—the root of our word “dynamite”! He didn't see “church” as static or boring but 
as divine energy working for eternal purposes. In the church, when it serves as God intends, we find 
pardon, caring, and healing. Those gifts can never stay locked inside. God's purpose was to show 
“the many different varieties of his wisdom through the church.” This is why Resurrection exists as 
“one church in many locations”—to reach as many people as we can and give “glory to [God] in the 
church.” Paul's message is personal: you are part of God's master plan! 
• When Ephesians spoke of “the church,” the Greek word ecclesia did not mean a building or 

organization. It meant an assembly—a gathering of people led by and sharing in God. How does 
this shift the ways you think about church? When we see buildings, locations, and programs as 
tools to serve God's powerful mission rather than ends in themselves, what questions might we 
ask differently? What priorities might change? 

• The Greek word translated “the many different varieties of his wisdom” in verse 10 was 
polupoikilos. It meant “many-colored” or “multifaceted”—as though Paul was picturing God's grace 
and wisdom as a dazzling rainbow. In what ways has God’s grace and wisdom added color and 
beauty to your life? How can you help your church, wherever it exists, to reflect that beauty to 
everyone we contact? 

Prayer: Lord God, I’m so grateful for the grace you’ve showed in calling me to be a member of your 
church. Guide me today and every day that my life may reflect your wisdom and power. Amen. 
* “As with the Pastoral Epistles, some question the authorship of Ephesians and Colossians and to a lesser degree, 
Philemon. Most agree that Paul wrote Philippians. When I read these I assume Paul wrote them or that someone close to 
Paul took his ideas and edited these.” (Footnote in Adam Hamilton, The Call: The Life and Message of the Apostle Paul 
(p. 220). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.) 
 
Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer  Prayers of peace and comfort for: 
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