August 9, 2026 — Made for More
Sermon Title: "When the Spirit Sends You" - 1 Samuel 3:7-11 (CEB)

MONDAY 8.10.26 | 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (CEB)

The Voice You Keep Almost Missing

Three times, Samuel heard a prompting but didn't yet understand the nature of this
prompting. He heard something real enough to get up, rush out of bed, and still couldn't
name it, because he had no category yet for God speaking directly to him. One
commentary notes, "In biblical Hebrew, the descriptor of [visions] as “rare/precious” is
typically reserved for an item like jewelry, the idea of something extremely valuable due
to pure lack of supply."* The author of Samuel is looking back to the Book of Judges
when the people of Israel were divided, not following closely after God. It took someone
else's experience, a mentor and guide, an older priest who'd heard that kind of call
before, to recognize what the boy could not.

Samuel's experience is closer to how people hear from God, more a subtle prompting
than some dramatic stories suggest. A thought that won't leave you alone. A pull you
can't fully explain. It rarely announces itself. It just repeats, patiently, until you're willing
to consider it might be more than what you first assumed. John Wesley, the eighteenth-
century preacher who founded the Methodist movement, would say this is no accident.
God rarely hands us the whole picture alone; God builds it into other people to help us
see what we can't see in ourselves.

e |s there something in your life right now you should be paying more attention to, a
thought, a pull, a repeated nudge you've been too quick to explain away? What has
kept you from taking it seriously so far?

e We all need mentors in our lives, people who've heard God's voice before and can
help us recognize it in our own. Is there someone you could have that conversation
with this week? What's stopped you from reaching out to them so far?

Prayer: Patient God, thank you for calling more than once, even when | mistake your
voice for something smaller. Give me the humility to admit when | don't yet understand
what I'm hearing. Raise up people around me who can help me name it, and make me
willing to do the same for someone else. Slow me down enough tonight to actually
listen. Amen.

* https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-after-
epiphany2/commentary-on-1-samuel-31-10-11-20-3




TUESDAY 8.11.26 | Deuteronomy 31:7-8; Numbers 27:18, 20 (CEB)

Finish Lines and Hand Offs

"Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in front of all Israel, "Be strong and brave,
because you will go with this people into the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors
he would give them, and you will help them take possession of it. The Lord is the one
who is going before you. He will be with you. He won't fail you or abandon you. Don't be
afraid or discouraged."

"Then the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua, Nun's son, a man with spirit in him, and
lay your hand on him... Confer some of your authority on him so that the whole Israelite
community will obey him."

Moses never set foot in the land he'd spent forty years walking toward. Rabbinic
scholars and commentators have pondered why God kept Moses from entering the land
promised to the Israelites. What was Moses' failure? In short, he failed to strike a rock,
but really, it was his lack of trust in God. Moses' inability to enter the Promised Land
was not simply a punishment for striking the rock but a reminder that every leader is
called for a particular season. The generation Moses led out of slavery needed a
different kind of leadership than the generation preparing to live in freedom, showing
that faithful leadership requires adapting to the needs of the moment and empowering
others to carry God's work forward. The very last thing Moses did with his authority was
hand it, publicly and deliberately, to someone else. Moses made it to his finish line, and
then handed off leadership to the next leader.

That's a different picture of mentorship than the one many people carry around. It's easy
to assume you need to have your own story fully resolved before you're allowed to
speak into someone else's. Moses shows the opposite. You don't have to get it all right
to invest in someone else. Sometimes the most honest gift you can give another person
is your hard-earned lessons.

e |s there something in your own life still unresolved that you've assumed disqualifies
you from helping someone else? What would it look like to set that assumption
down?

e Who in your life is standing at the edge of something you never got to finish
yourself? Is there a specific way you could pass on some of what you've learned to
them this week even without a tidy ending to hand along with it?

Prayer: Faithful God, thank you for using imperfect people to bless the ones who come
after them. Forgive me for the times I've stayed silent because | felt unqualified to
speak. Give me the courage of Moses, willing to bless what he wouldn't get to see. Help
me name someone today | can encourage, even from an unfinished story. Amen.



WEDNESDAY 8.12.26 | 1 Samuel 1:10-11, 20-28 (CEB)

The Vow That Cost Her the Most

"Deeply hurt, Hannah cried unrelentingly and prayed to the Lord. She made this
promise: "Lord of heavenly forces, just look at your servant's pain and remember me!
Don't forget your servant! Give her a boy! Then | will give him back to you, dedicated to
you for as long as he lives." After some time, Hannah conceived and gave birth to a
son. She named him Samuel, explaining, "His name is Samuel because | requested
him from the Lord." When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a
three-year-old bull, a bushel of flour, and a jar of wine. She brought him to the Lord's
house at Shiloh, though the boy was still quite young. Hannah said, "My master, as sure
as you live, my master, I'm the woman who stood next to you here, praying to the Lord.
| prayed for this boy, and the Lord granted my request. So, | now dedicate him to the
Lord. For his whole life he is dedicated to the Lord." Then they worshipped the Lord
there."

Hannah's prayer came from years of grief, from being taunted for what she didn't have,
from praying so hard in the temple that a priest mistook her for being drunk. Hannah's
deep longing for a child led her to make an extraordinary vow: if God blessed her with a
son, she would dedicate him to lifelong service as a Nazirite. Her willingness to
surrender the child she longed for reveals both the depth of her faith and the strength of
her desire. And when God finally answered, she kept her word in the hardest possible
way, nursing Samuel for two or three years and then walking him to Shiloh herself,
handing him to Eli, and leaving him there.

Hannah's faithful prayer and willingness to dedicate Samuel to God set in motion a new
chapter in Israel's history. Her song of praise introduces one of Scripture's enduring
themes: God lifts up the humble and brings down the proud, often accomplishing his
purposes through the faithful, ordinary lives of imperfect people.

e |s there something in your life right now you're holding onto so tightly that you can't
imagine giving it back to God? What might God accomplish through it, something
greater than you could imagine, if you finally let go?

e Hannah's courage created space for Samuel to become who God made him to be.
Is there something you're holding onto that, if released, could open the door for
someone else's calling, whether a child, a role, an opportunity, or your own time?

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for Hannah's example of a love strong enough to let
go. Forgive me for the times I've held things so tightly that | left no room for your
purposes to unfold. Give me her kind of courage, willing to release what | love most,
trusting it was always yours. Show me today what you're asking me to give back to you.
Amen.



THURSDAY 8.13.26 | John 21:15-17; 1 Peter 5:2-3 (CEB)

The One Who Denied Him Is the One He Trusted

"When they finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?" Peter said, "Yes, Lord, you know | love you." Jesus replied,
"Feed my lambs." Jesus asked a second time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
Peter said, "Yes, Lord, you know | love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."
Jesus asked a third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was sad that
Jesus asked him a third time, "Do you love me?" He replied, "Lord, you know
everything; you know | love you." Jesus replied, "Feed my sheep."

"Be shepherds of God's flock among you, watching over them not because you must,
but because you want to. Don't do it for shameful profit but do it eagerly. Don't lord it
over the people assigned to your care but be examples for the flock."

Three questions, one for each denial. Jesus didn't skip past what Peter had done in the
courtyard, pretending it never happened. He walked Peter back through it, question by
question, until the failure was fully faced and just as fully forgiven. Then he handed
Peter a job. Not a probation, not a second-tier assignment. Feed my sheep. Years later,
it's Peter, of all people, writing to other leaders about how to shepherd well, drawing on
the very failure that once seemed like it would disqualify him for good.

That sequence matters more than it might first appear. Peter's authority to shepherd
others didn't come despite his denial. In a real sense, it came through it. He knew
exactly what it felt like to fail someone he loved and be forgiven anyway, and that
knowledge became part of what made him trustworthy to lead others through their own
failures.

e Is there a failure in your past you've assumed permanently disqualifies you from
investing in someone else? What might it look like to let that failure become part of
your usefulness instead of your excuse?

e Peter shepherded others eagerly, not because he had to, but because he wanted to.
Is there someone you could reach out to this week, not out of obligation, but simply
because you want to help them?

Prayer: Merciful God, thank you for restoring Peter and trusting him with something real
afterward. Forgive me for believing my failures have the final word on what I'm able to
offer someone else. Give me Peter's eagerness, a willingness to shepherd others not
out of duty but out of love. Show me who you're asking me to feed today. Amen.



FRIDAY 8.14.26 | Acts 9:26-27 (CEB)

Somebody Vouched for You When No One Else Would

"When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of
him because they didn't believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took him
and brought him to the apostles. He explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on
the road and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken
boldly in the name of Jesus."

Every disciple in Jerusalem had a good reason to keep their distance. Saul had been
dragging Christians out of their homes not long before. His conversion story was either
true, or it was the most dangerous trap they'd ever seen coming. Barnabas is the only
one willing to bet his own credibility on Saul being real, walking him personally into the
room and vouching for him to people who had every reason to slam the door.

That's the part of mentorship easy to miss when you only picture wise advice offered
from a safe distance. Sometimes the most important thing you can do for someone is
far riskier than words. It's putting your own name behind theirs before they've proven
anything to anyone else, simply because you believe what you've seen in them is real.

e |s there someone in your life whose potential you can see clearly, even though
other people are still skeptical or keeping their distance? What's actually stopping
you from vouching for them?

e Barnabas didn't wait for Saul to earn everyone's trust first. He went ahead of that. Is
there a specific introduction, endorsement, or word of trust you could offer someone
this week before they've fully proven themselves?

Prayer: Faithful God, thank you for people willing to risk their own reputation on behalf
of someone others had written off. Forgive me for the times I've stayed safely quiet
instead of vouching for someone | believed in. Give me Barnabas's courage, willing to
walk someone into the room others wanted to keep them out of. Show me today who
needs that kind of trust from me. Amen.



SATURDAY 8.15.26 | 2 Timothy 2:1-2 (CEB)

Who's in Your Hands Right Now

"You, therefore, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. What you have
heard from me through many witnesses, entrust to faithful people who will be able to
teach others as well."

Paul doesn't start with the instruction to pass things on. He starts by telling Timothy
where his strength actually comes from, the grace that's in Christ, and only then tells
him what to do with it: entrust what he's learned to faithful people, people who can be
trusted to carry something forward and hand it to others in turn. It's a chain built for
continuation, not for any one link to hold onto the whole thing forever. What Paul poured
into Timothy was never meant to stop with Timothy.

That's the real end point of this whole week. Samuel's calling, Moses blessing Joshua,
Hannah releasing her son, Peter's restoration, Barnabas's risk. None of it was designed
to end with the person who received it. Every mentor in this story was once someone
else's Samuel, waiting to be seen and invested in before they became the ones doing
the seeing.

e Think of the people who most shaped your faith. What's one specific thing you
learned from them that you haven't yet passed on to anyone else?

e Who is a specific person you could invest in this fall, not someday, but starting this
week? What's one concrete step you could take to reach out to them in the next few
days?

Prayer: Faithful God, thank you for every person who entrusted something of you to me.
Forgive me for holding onto what I've learned instead of passing it forward. Give me the
same faithfulness Paul asked of Timothy, willing to invest in someone who will one day
do the same for others. Show me today who you're asking me to reach. Amen.
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