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March 15, 2026 Wednesday: The Last Judgment, Betrayal, Anointing
Matthew 24:1-3 (CEB)

Endure to the End in Scary, Uncertain Times

MONDAY 3.16.26 Matthew 24:1-26

Leaving the massive Temple complex, Jesus told his disciples it would all be destroyed. * That

seemed impossible. Surely, they thought, only the end of the world could destroy the Temple. But the

Romans did that some 27 years later, and that awful time wasn’t the end of the world. Jesus’ words to

the disciples in Matthew 24-25, the fullest report of Jesus’ words, mixed the fall of Jerusalem with

other images that can only refer to the end of the world. They still have much to teach us today.

e People too often find “signs of the end” in Matthew 24:5-8—“wars, famines, earthquakes, false
messiahs.” Many preachers use these images to trigger fear—“the end is near!” But Jesus said,
“‘Don’t be alarmed” (verse 6). His point was, in effect, “These things are part of life on a broken
world.” What or who shaped how you feel about the end of the world? How can reading Jesus'
message in full help you avoid needless fear?

e The disciples “knew” the Temple was permanent. But Jesus said even the Temple’'s majesty was
temporary. Tallying “signs,” or hunting around for a new Messiah, would let you down. “Endure to
the end,” he said (verses 13-14). What “unshakeable realities” in your world have changed or
“shaken” in the last 10-20 years? In whom does your peace and hope for the future center, to
allow you to stand firm even in scary times?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you knew this world is too flawed to be a secure reality to trust in. Thank you for

offering your steadiness as a more certain place to put my trust than even the most impressive

human structures or institutions. Amen.
* Click here to see a model of the Temple in Jesus' day.


https://madainproject.com/temple_mount_(holyland_model_of_jerusalem)

Always Ready, Not Just “Someday”

TUESDAY 3.17.26 Matthew 24:27-51

Jesus' clearest message in today’s passage was, “Don’t worry about ‘getting ready’ for my coming.

Just BE ready, always.” Many Christians through the centuries have tried to predict the date of Jesus’

return. Yet in verse 36, Jesus said only his heavenly Father knows the time of his return. “Even | don’t

know,” he said. Jesus did stress one important reality, too often overlooked. He said there would be
nothing “secret” about his coming. It would be like a lightning flash, seen from east to west.

e Scholar Eugene Peterson rendered Jesus’ picture of the ideal servant in verses 45-46 as
“someone the Master can drop in on unannounced and always find him doing his job.” * What
would make a servant like that more effective than one constantly fretting about when the master
might return? How can practicing the discipline of living “in the present” align you with what Jesus
seeks in his followers?

e Certain phrases from today’s passage, taken in isolation, have been misunderstood to teach that
Jesus' coming will be secret. But that wasn’t what Jesus said when we read the whole passage. **
How can you “be ready” for Jesus return every day, free from anxiety or insecurity? If that's a
struggle, ask God to fill you with trust each day, and a growing Spirit-guided ability to live
according to God’s priorities.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | want to await your return with eagerness, not fear. Guide my life this day, and

every day, to be in harmony with your kingdom and ready to receive you when you return. Amen.
* Peterson, Eugene H., The Message Numbered Edition Hardback. Navpress. Kindle Edition.
** Scholar Ben Witherington offered a helpfully concise 7-minute summary of what Jesus actually said in Matthew 24.

Keep Alert—You Don't Know the Hour

WEDNESDAY 3.18.26 Matthew 25:1-13°

The parables in Matthew 25 illustrated what Jesus said in Matthew 24:41-44. First, Jesus told a story

(set in a typical Jewish several-day wedding party) about ten bridesmaids waiting for the groom, who

arrived later than expected. Five of them (wise) brought extra lamp oil, were ready when he arrived,

and went into the wedding. Five others (foolish) were not ready and had to buy oil. They got back too
late and missed the wedding feast. Weddings today are different, but we too await Jesus' return.

e All ten women brought lamps, looked forward to the wedding celebration, and slept during the
apparently lengthy delay. The only difference was “oil,” which simply represented the daily habit of
living out Jesus' teaching. “The story made an analogy between ‘oil’ and faithful living (i.e., hearing
Jesus’ words and putting them into practice; Matthew 7:24) in anticipation of the coming of the
end.” * Who have you known who put Jesus' words into practice and inspired you to do the same?

e Scholar N. T. Wright said, “It's probably wrong to try to guess what the oil in the story ‘stands
for'.... It isn’t that kind of story. Within the world of the story itself, it simply means being ready for
the key moment.” ** Jesus spoke of his climactic coming at the end of the current age of this
world, but he also comes into every life at many moments, calling each of us to follow him. What
spiritual practices have you built into your life that daily help you be ready for Jesus’ coming?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you reminded those first disciples (and you remind me), “Keep alert, because

you don’t know the day or the hour.” Keep me alert, always ready to welcome your presence in my

daily life and at the end of this age. Amen.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A41-44&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%207%3A24&version=CEB

* Eugene Eung-Chun Park and Joel B. Green, study note on Matthew 25:2-4 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2013, p. 53 NT.

** Wright, N. T., Matthew for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 16-28 (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 132). Westminster
John Knox Press. Kindle Edition.

Use Your God-Given Gifts, Don't Bury Them

THURSDAY 3.19.26 Matthew 25:14-30

The “coins” in this story were very valuable. “The Greek word is talanton, often translated as ‘talent,’

which refers to a monetary unit equal to more than 16 years of earnings for a laborer.” * But Jesus

didn’t focus on how much money but on how much faithfulness each servant showed. He said our
loyalty to God shows in our readiness to fearlessly use all God-given resources to bless others and
build God’s kingdom. That might include energy, time, skills, money or other assets.

e Of the third servant, one scholar noted, “One servant, unwilling to work or take risks, merely dug a
hole and buried the money.” ** In what ways does it take willing investment of effort and energy to
deepen your walk with God and maximize the service to others it produces? How could fear of
failure (as in verse 25) stop you from using your God-given gifts for all they’re worth?

e The first two servants showed that God defines faithfulness differently than we might. One got five
valuable coins, the second two, “according to that servant’s ability” (verse 15). Yet the second one
got the same warm approval at the end as the first one, even though he returned fewer coins than
the first servant received in the first place. Can you value all your God-given abilities, whether they
seem large or small to you, and use them actively for God’s purposes?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | admit that sometimes I'd like to keep what you entrust to me all for myself.

Teach me daily more about what it means for me to be good and faithful. Amen.

* Eugene Eung-Chun Park and Joel B. Green, study note on Matthew 25:15 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2013, p. 54 NT.

** D. A. Carson, comment on Matthew 25:16-18 in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Abridged: New Testament.
Zondervan, 1994, p. 114.



Final Judgment Turns on How We Loved

FRIDAY 3.20.26 Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus capped his teaching about the end of the age with this view of the final judgment. Some

startled hearers must have thought, “He surely can’t mean the judgment will turn on how we treated

society’s most forgotten, at risk people?” But Jesus’ parable fit perfectly with his view of the greatest
commandments. Pastor John Killinger said, “This story represents the culmination of centuries of

longing for justice; and, when justice is done, it is seen... in terms of care for all of God'’s little ones.” *

e Some think “getting ready” for the end of the world means giving up bad habits, learning large
amounts of Scripture, or other “religious” duties. Yet Jesus said being ready (not getting ready)
means living as his physical presence to meet the needs of the human family he loves. How can
you bless Jesus, day to day, by actively caring about his “little ones,” “the least of these,” in your
family, at work, or in the world at large?

e Inverse 31, Jesus again used the language of Daniel 7 to say “the Human One” comes. By verse
34, he is unambiguously “the king.” Luke added that Jesus told his followers, “when these things
begin to happen, stand up straight and raise your heads, because your redemption is near” (Luke
21:27-28). If the end of the world means Jesus reigns forever as king, and his followers “inherit the
kingdom” (verse 34), how does that make you feel about “the end, whenever it comes™?

Prayer: Jesus, you are my king. So even in these turbulent times, when the world seems to be

spinning ominously out of control, help me to “stand up straight and raise my head” as | look forward

to your ultimate triumph over all evil. Amen.
* John Killinger, A Sense of His Presence (The Devotional Commentary: Matthew). Waco, TX: Word Books, p. 105.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Dan%207%3A13-14&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A27-28&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A27-28&version=CEB

A Lovely Thing Done Before the Darkness

SATURDAY 3.21.26 Matthew 26:1-16

DID YOU KNOW?

Mark 14:3-9 and John 12:1-7 told versions of the story in verses 6-12, and Luke 7:36-50 told a very
similar one in a different setting. Bible scholars debate whether these accounts describe the same
event or separate occasions. Scholar William Barclay captured the uncertainty: “It must always
remain a most interesting question whether the story Luke told is, in fact, the same story as is told by
Matthew and Mark and John.” Whatever the answer, he added, “the story is indeed what Jesus called
it—the story of a lovely thing.” *

Matthew packed so much about Holy Wednesday into these 15 verses. Jesus again warned the
disciples about what lay just ahead. The chief priests and elders went on plotting. A grateful woman
(maybe Mary, sister of Lazarus and Martha—see John 12:3) poured very expensive perfume on
Jesus, triggering grumbling by the disciples that Jesus quelled by saying, “She’s prepared me to be
buried.” The day ended with Judas Iscariot, “one of the Twelve,” asking the plotting chief priests,
“What will you give me if | turn Jesus over to you?” Scholar N. T. Wright reminded us that “when
Jesus said ‘one of you will betray me’, the other eleven disciples didn’t at once turn round and point
knowingly at Judas.... As far as the other eleven knew, he was one of them, sharing their common
life, a trusted and valued friend and comrade.” ** “Why did Judas do it?” It's unanswerable, despite
many guesses. Wright said evil seldom announces itself clearly—it is “ultimately absurd. That’s part
of its danger and darkness.” *** That unholy betrayal closes our study of Holy Wednesday.

e Matthew stressed the woman’s almost absurd act of pouring “very expensive” perfume on Jesus’
head. Even his disciples grumbled that it was wasteful. What do you think moved the woman to
offer Jesus this profuse gift showing deep love and gratitude? Scholar Dorothy Sayers said Jesus
was “a prophet and teacher who never nagged at [women]; never flattered or coaxed or
patronized.” **** Against his culture’s grain, he treated women as valuable people worth respect.
What does Jesus’ response show about how much her fervent love meant as he faced death?

¢ In contrast to the woman, Judas may have betrayed Jesus (his teacher, mentor, friend and Lord)
because he saw that Jesus was not going to be a dominant military Messiah. Perhaps he hoped
his betrayal would force Jesus’ hand. Or he may have had no larger reason than sheer greed. We
do not know. “The figure of Judas is one of the deepest and darkest not only in the gospels but in
all literature.” ***** Has someone you loved and trusted ever betrayed you? If so, invite Jesus into
your deepest being today to heal the wounds betrayal left. He knows exactly how it feels.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, sometimes I'm like the pardoned woman, pouring out thanks for your mercy and

love. Now and again, I'm tempted to be like Judas, bitter and let down because you haven’t done

what | wanted. Forgive me and keep me grateful. Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A3-9&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012%3A1-7&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%207%3A36-50&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jn%2012%3A3&version=CEB

* William Barclay, The Gospel of Matthew—Volume 2 Chapters 11-28 (Revised Edition). Westminster John Knox Press,
1976, p. 329.

** Wright, N. T., Matthew for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 16-28 (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 150). Westminster
John Knox Press. Kindle Edition.

*** Ibid., p. 151.

**** Here is Sayers’ full quote: Jesus was “a prophet and teacher who never nagged at [women]; never flattered or coaxed
or patronized... who rebuked without [demeaning] and praised without condescension; who took their questions and
arguments seriously; who never mapped out their sphere for them, never urged them to be feminine or jeered at them...
who had no axe to grind and no uneasy male dignity to defend.” From Dorothy Sayers, Are Women Human? Penetrating,
Sensible, and Witty Essays on the Role of Women in Society. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005, p. 68.

¥+ Wright, N. T., Matthew for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 16-28 (The New Testament for Everyone) (p. 149).
Westminster John Knox Press. Kindle Edition.
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