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A partnership between St. James UMC and Church of the Resurrection

 You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.  
Matthew 22:39

WE TOO SING AMERICA 
THE CHRISTIAN’S ROLE  IN KNOWING

BLACK HISTORY 
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Virtual Series  7- 8:30 PM Central 
Thursdays: Feb. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2024 

  
Allies for Racial Justice and Resurrection Adult Discipleship announce a 5-
week exploration of the Black experience in America through a Christian lens.
Learn why Black history cannot be excluded from American history. Discern
what you can do to demonstrate Christian love and compassion
to an entire group whose story is being marginalized. 

Resurrection Leawood Location Pastor Robert Johnson will interview guest
scholar and educator Dr. Shana Mashego as they introduce you to key Black
individuals, well known and unknown, in the story of Black history. You’ll hear
about the most significant historical moments that shaped the Black
experience. We’ll explore the history and legacy of Black music, and look into
the roles Kansas and Missouri have played in shaping the Black story. 

This series is the ideal “next step” for those who participated in our Strength
to Love program and for anyone who seeks a greater understanding of the
real history and lives of our Black brothers and sisters. Through heartfelt
discourse we will come to understand and value the experiences of all God’s
people. Our hope is that this class will engage more people in the work of
listening, valuing, protecting, and advocating for the stories of others and of
all Americans. That we will engage in this work as a direct expression of
Christian life and ministry. 

The series is free and will be available on Facebook Live. Follow Pastor
Robert’s Facebook page for updates. For specific class details click here.
 

ANOTHER ARJ LIVE THEATRE
LEARNING OPPORTUNITY 

Sunday, February 18  2 PM 
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https://www.facebook.com/robert5166?mibextid=LQQJ4d
https://resurrection.church/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/WE-TOO-SING-AMERICA.pdf
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Presented by KCRep at the Copaken Stage 
13TH & Walnut Streets inside the

H&R Block Bldg. 
  
Live theatre offers entertainment and learning opportunity. This play has been
described as “riveting, relevant and oh so real” (Broadway World). It is deeply
personal as it imagines how the iconic songstress gave voice to countless
Black women fighting to overcome stereotypes and racism. The bombing of
the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, AL on September 16, 1963 led
Nina Simone to shift her career from artist to artist-activist. The play uses the
framework of one of her most blistering songs, “Four Women”, to look at an
artist and the women around her as their journey leads them down a path of
discovery and healing. ARJ has a limited block of $30 discount tickets for the
February 18th matinee performance. Purchase your tickets now by clicking
here. If our block is sold out, you can still purchase full price tickets at
https://kcrep.org/.  

https://resurrection.church/events/nina-simone-four-women/?utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=newsletter
https://kcrep.org/
https://rock.resurrection.church/page/835?GroupId=620298
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All St. James Church and Resurrection congregants automatically belong to
Allies for Racial Justice. You don’t become a “member”, per se, but you can
become more involved as a volunteer. ARJ is a joint church ministry aligned
to the second great commandment: Love your neighbor as yourself. We work
to bring people together to Connect, Unite, and Act on matters that result in
racial understanding and justice.  
  
Throughout the year, ARJ sponsors and promotes numerous programs, such
as those featured in this newsletter. Perhaps you’ve attended some of them.
Our programs are designed to raise awareness, educate, collaborate, build
relationships, and get folks involved in building God’s Kingdom here on earth.
The more volunteers, the more we can do! That’s why we need YOU!  
  
Please bring your God-given talents to the ARJ table. All ages and skill sets
are welcome. You can spend just a little time on one activity …or a lot of time
involved in many; it’s whatever your interests and schedule allow. We
currently have openings on our Leader Team and our Planning Teams. So
please raise your hand and join us in this important work.  
  
For more information, email allies4racialjustice@gmail.com and include
“ARJ Volunteer Information Requested” in the Subject line.   

GETTING TO KNOW OUR PARTNER
CHURCHES BETTER  

Forging authentic relationships to eliminate the existing racial divide  
in our communities and churches.   

St. James Church and Resurrection are rolling out 2024 programs that you’ll
want to be part of. Get these on your calendar now! 

Resurrection Conferences 

A February of inspiration and growth awaits you! Don’t miss these amazing

mailto:allies4racialjustice@gmail.com?subject=&body=
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conferences designed to help you grow in faith, be inspired, and connect with
others. 

Women’s – Feb 2 & 3 / Resurrection Leawood
• The 2024 Beloved Resurrection Women’s Conference with keynote
speakers Melissa Urban and Jami Nato, plus breakout sessions on timely,
meaningful topics
Men’s - Feb 24 / Arrowhead Stadium
• The Men’s Conference with Emmy award-winning broadcaster and author,
Joel Goldberg and Senior Pastor, Adam Hamilton. Plus, an exclusive
opportunity to tour Arrowhead Stadium.

Women's Conference →

Men's Conference →

St. James Church Next Movement  

St. James is driving forward in 2024 with their Next Movement campaign.
Church members and all other interested persons are encouraged to get
involved in areas where their God-given talents can be put to use to create
connections and positive changes in the church and community.

https://resurrection.church/beloved/?utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=newsletter
https://resurrection.church/mensconference/?utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=newsletter
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Stay Connected 

Visit our church’s web pages and sign up for pastor
newsletters.  

Resurrection resurrection.church/next  
St. James Church https://sjumckc.org  

  
Sign up for the weekly Senior Pastor messages for updates and to
better connect within our two congregations.  
  
St. James Church  Sign up for Pastor Cleaver's Newsletter  
Resurrection Sign up for Pastor Adam's Newsletter   

 OTHER INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES  

https://sjumckc.org/
https://u1673231.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=iIg3yYmFlxIhTCN2di-2BBDCH8-2FC7Wmbx4LNupX1NCSisedq0NSQu-2BugTqqUDtSf58kTmj-2FzUEYbvXG8bVZeHbEk4KXMG5CMfE5CFw3pfcQh4EwAYfR1H9giOjfzeqeyniGnPHEkZXL-2BtAgsSz7FLM4Q-3D-3DB71W_voWbffGLFZVtms-2FoWoIjnl5j2vafxcOa1S-2BaWWzcOkNL0VUwb7GnkFiKZVYkF7otiLe3Kff2KMLtVhk-2F-2FNWav09kH6cTuoxeeGyV1TcgNciVZ-2F6EnaQef2oIh1I-2FQ0UXgfdZAcoU57D8Y3QWk-2FHkH7udy2Xf6Rw-2FuGJ6xMMKpv1ipowt052J0xveNVwx11-2FQBnzZaAcMtpZ8HRbiYQU4-2BHRNJjsgYGz5reBMRRhMUoqEsOYEHRgoy8Ikteujz1rtg0qaQED4e35WKech2CEBRljFMTY-2Ftfki51LCVa9UaXHUSESARWKQpRCBBLW6RkC0sIiZQDfU1PdwgSpSm-2BE3YHyOmpjygVvaWr68ktBUEmtXqBczWoB536Srkl3LIu3D-2BItVtlUalWxUgERvXLMBUTglIIYX8IePmnGTmYNkFSEVrW5dJuTDlZpK7VZ8a2bQd5rRRMelJDprp3nSZtwtCE-2FYD67R1X1-2BS9GRYMrg1WOzGlyCg1xkj-2B-2FpYjkkqDDyUOvi0vYGaknrNb-2FUG1vth8X8VxgLJWMKxR4om-2FSlZAVUHYmacwxpzBRLzMSiPKtL1Be5jWMAUuOUoNU8fnmMQqBbeaU-2BpbAxoRjGDMNo86EufpvhcNxJQA41gMWbg9cwiqganCsVG9UwTaM2iTX45ytK9-2BB-2FecMzl6z24QkC2aKN6TcE3QfmUtY6Eq-2BkWn7uTwz2N5T3w-2Fq5Y7P7I-2B6CMPGSqZI5MEodQINtAQLylVsiBbCNXJ6BIbwSYQfImJQ74Tb-2BismpPvSkiWcvMcVtjXlWzVBhDFdR35p6VDonnEvDuPjOMnIy-2FbDa5Y8-2FHSO3qwi8uVOKR6NYY-2BkhnmqM0tvq9-2BrFPN6rdSOpjBvV0Fg-2FjOMGY-2Ffr-2BlZZVsSNfni6bkt1WfYEwgoqal3qWdW-2BL57OmY-2FiSPKB3P6BGAdrYf-2Fh-2FZF3OwXpArGJ5X9YnBt6f0mZmQ9Fehq5nUMa-2B8nwjO3wqfwBBXcQTuKCgdOPLA4-3D
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https://u1673231.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=iIg3yYmFlxIhTCN2di-2BBDAB-2F5viGnTbkno1Z6-2F15Kiw3qZpNiFeDIsvYmiuiYaguJ7kCLuyzL-2FcC5HhvygtekA3qZsjs-2Bej-2FFV5QdAWtqNtrsGjah6PNOgXfFSNyrT5BJEQ1t8PvxGUpzF7-2BchOQsQy0mVN8rLdsrYkBVvGlGK64gRJpbh8GIBLc0Hus3za9VqT-2BCfYRh93G8h7bV3zHo2nUPoU2dIX-2BVEGEBW-2FTGmNKdwYUMqvrXRQLuJ7ov-2BMaV3Sew-2FkzvwbjDi1JK2Vx2h-2FLxMrHqH-2BcIMF-2B57dxweV3rK0udk7iTEzsi15m-2FemRMiS1s9ElILtpsIISfkslEYacJqNssFX4OJ72T7bndyFMiQXd1GzzYXNMe1y2tlWvn5sGTOh74BNqB-2B8IGJhNmLrgMdCrx25RE6JF1M96NKcURuMsicXumnKfFIRZUWQHQNbQSRSQ09ZGapSXy4h-2B85KpQBGTZ601ebkIfbCblsEAvCPVXev0lg4ms0WYTjokfCv1hF-2FVmV0g8s1ZbZtMHjDbHHWcb-2BzBEGfD9PQeMuQDu3e-2FQ1LqWHsaOIwB854atBmrGmP4CL6CoQvCxx-2FkMAEmmteq151Imoq9QQLeSD8TgME5Cb2OuXLLhScyQ0nLxy19CSclzHvx6iLTb3QDmDXkwl9gnQnx7BnE3IB1eKxNuEGYDtkUPDDxe6k0YlWjrhnifkCCvuD9WqrvfWycWrzlIsZKpx-2Fgp-2FIZ1TZ0h-2FYN2-2BJwwQg5WHeQ4UljgLlkBTBUs2zdh4X8crtWGOPLB7cOfZvQEqqf20swvEsY5M2437JPFO35SdmZO3dsveNOJ2QX7hqLqstmqJroMyF-2F7sVx8PqDZC8hC3lMRvydygaU0zuwIeL3yu10uz-2BjYgQo1OV58NXJ-2FA1TP8EQ-2B0tfqKrZPKwml6VeUm7fZEfnBPv-2FKCVRik1tVMgkBu8Yct53yg1abDTPoW2pzswuxzlcp4GL7hmeGScTRynsDspX8GIhssC1GBJCd0J2vdVBXLWgAoQFtw4fyqINIBr2m34bGr2AOcszKQ1xX-2BkRAJW6t7ZIdJRP8WZ2CC8nu5Di80iAW9fRaAnpGCV-2Bk1pfCIzPC4zTcwKGTwRHqodQlhwHleYVSX0SAlRwF-2BJVf4TYub7RwUMMvw39H8KGObvdEM-2BkiKmsxPRRRVRF8naQtualFizVamjZ-2BdfBrH8Jt1iMx1R9IZjxESwmGtP0NNShOSJs1929tT2o-2Bkgpp6-2BVY6HRKdSTLOiURI2mL-2B73VMSI0VoUz5FKTLpiZNmm2vqsoe4tWC41X72CDpwAIwzLn1RYPvm0-2BRmZoS8ug4t7ExPgTAbhH9gpftFnI4qpxz2UcUrH6GuD2uUBUFQRiAWnCqMpX9H5SFnYqTlkX1CAdv1y4pxpE0Y76yBwBkDdG2OGsWqBf1iBovOGqdAX552aSsqrF6Spp6iOPDC4PHpD0vSNnX4SIT7yNfmTC2CGvL8vYHpTQx-2B5NRKHblL7BcwO-2FaU4S8wvPvatw2yhb9gtukIOAngMjytgAmpIVtxrRP0kDF8q3LMwcb3j3GAtoun3qYEKlPp5JlKOoMJ58nlOjafFkzvAbc-2B6E8NAXDjz-2F3S5YYKT1R-2FavL7evQz38Mf3Sqm1t259JUVZQVYh2C5igxQBrOto3zXNKWT8TvoIFiulX-2B4tdaqhu-2FatGK1MrUd9ReW5DvBbtnfOD44DwdBSnWMFjUlsIJdSGR9wOGQmm4xe5E64rJcTeYTrP867nQN4LoZV1w3GW-2FJghR35Hg6BnbWE7mTfdFvuQnQ4lNGm-2BX0Upcx74vQ4dfPzzm0KBdAZ7zZ24ywg9aUtczBmKc6QbWLLk-2F3QoE0OeHErw2pqFRTZvAp9oClSDfutDgM3ssm-2FcOsqS-2Ff-2B30AERzYcASI-2Bfj7V9-2FaqohPvysGF
https://resurrection.church/enote/
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FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY
MONTH 

  
Black History Month, celebrated annually in the United States, is a time to
recognize and honor the achievements, contributions, history and
struggles of African Americans. It is a month dedicated to acknowledging
the significant impact that Black individuals and communities have had and
continue to have on our nation’s history, culture, and progress. Below are
just some of the ways you can participate.  Association for the Study
of African American Life and History (ASALH)  

  
A VIRTUAL FESTIVAL  

This month, ASALH puts a national spotlight on the richness of the past,
present and future with innovative virtual programming that celebrates the
2024 Black History theme: African Americans and the Arts. African
American art is infused with African, Caribbean, and the Black American lived
experiences.  
  
In the fields of visual and performing arts, literature, fashion, folklore,

https://www.netflix.com/title/81111528
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language, film, music, architecture, culinary and other forms of cultural
expression, the African American influence has been paramount. African
American artists have used art to preserve history and community memory as
well as for empowerment. Artistic and cultural movements such as the New
Negro, Black Arts, Black Renaissance, hip-hop, and Afrofuturism, have been
led by people of African descent and set the standard for popular trends
around the world.  
  
In 2024, ASALH examines the varied history and life of African American arts
and artisans. Learn more here.  

BLACK CHURCH – A CELEBRATION 
  

Thursday, February 1, 2024  6:30-8:30 PM 
Unity Southeast 3421 East Meyer Boulevard  KCMO    

No experience in America quite matches the traditional Black church on a
Sunday morning with its roof-raising music, sermon exhortations, dancing,
and sometimes fainting. Many Black ministers and church members who
are now part of the New Thought spiritual movement grew up in these
conservative Christian churches. They remember them fondly and still

https://asalh.org/
https://storlingdance.org/
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miss elements of the church services, especially the music. Experience
what they have found in New Thought that serves them now. On this
special evening we remember the Black church and tell why and how we
came to New Thought. You’ll discover we have not abandoned our roots.
Instead, we’ve learned the two can be integrated through music, teaching,
and prayer in creative ways that speak to nearly everyone. Speakers
include Rev. Randy Fikki and Rev. Wentworth Jenkins; Vocalists are
Angela Carole Brown, Bukeka Blakemore, Willis White and more. All are
welcome. 

Get ready to step back in time with 'Hi-Hat Hattie,' a delightful theatrical
production that celebrates the life and legacy of the iconic entertainer Hattie
McDaniel. Join the journey through the vibrant and glamorous world of this
trailblazing actress, singer, and Hollywood's first African-American Academy
Award winner. Through captivating storytelling and unforgettable music, 'Hi-
Hat Hattie' takes you on a rollercoaster ride through the highs and lows of
Hattie's extraordinary career. With her indomitable spirit and undeniable
talent, Hattie McDaniel's story is a testament to resilience, talent, and the
enduring pursuit of dreams. Don't miss this entertaining and inspiring tribute
to a true entertainment industry pioneer. Tickets available now HERE. 

https://www.brtkc.org/tickets/p/a-commercial-for-regina-commet-5ar59-gant9-468kw
https://www.brtkc.org/tickets/p/a-commercial-for-regina-commet-5ar59-gant9-468kw
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ALLYSHIP IN KANSAS CITY 

Tuesday, February 6, 2024 

9-10:30 AM 
KC Chamber Board Room Located inside Union Station

Kansas City
30 West Pershing Rd. Kansas City, MO 64108

 
The KC Chamber Allyship Series returns, kicking off the first workshop in
tribute to Black History Month. Topics will relate to the perspectives of the
Black community in KC and feature the Chamber’s signature fusion of DEIB
and Design Thinking. Participants will hear about and actively explore how to
be better allies with Black colleagues in the workplace, and ways to support
and help grow Black-led business in our community.  
  
The Allyship in KC Series is presented in partnership with
Ally Lab. Parking validation for the Union Station West Yards Garage given at
check-in. Sign up today.  

Register Here

BUY BLACK EXPO & ‘THE BIG PAYBACK’
SCREENING 

Saturday, Feb. 10, 10 AM - 4 PM 

Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Center 
3700 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 

KCMO 64130 

https://kcchamber.chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/14463
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The 2024 Buy Black Expo will feature a screening of the documentary, “The
Big Payback”. The documentary chronicles the journey and work of Robin
Rue Simmons that resulted in establishing Evanston, IL as the 1st US city
to adopt and distribute tax-funded reparations for Black Americans. It will
educate you on the grit it takes to persevere despite the naysayers, and
inspire you to engage in the payback movement brewing in Kansas City!  
This event is sponsored by the Buy Black Empowerment Initiative, National
Black United Front Kansas City Chapter, KC Reparations Coalition, and
Friends of Bruce R. Watkins Cultural Heritage Center. Event includes
vendors market, food court, voter registration, community resources
and live entertainment, plus a Q&A session with Ms. Simmons.
 Admission is free, but please register here.

PBS PRESENTS A CURATED
COLLECTION  OF FILMS, SERIES, AND

DIGITAL CONTENT TO CELEBRATE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/buy-black-expo-tickets-796790450687
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2024  

PBS celebrates Black History Month with an expanded new slate of
programming, specials, and digital content, shining a spotlight on the
diversity of people, stories, and experiences in the Black community.
Premieres include Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s GOSPEL and a new season of
FINDING YOUR ROOTS. Delve into a wide variety of Black History, music,
culture and experiences. Check local listings for program schedules.  

VISITING SCHOLAR LECTURE 
Slavery, Memory, and Reconciliation at

Jesuit Universities 

Adam Rothman, Ph.D.  
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Thursday, February 29 7:30PM 
Arrupe Hall Auditorium  Pedro Arrupe, S.J., Hall,

Rockhurst University 5351 Forest Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110 

  
How are American Jesuit colleges and universities addressing their deep
shared historical ties to slavery? Join professor Adam Rothman, the Director
of Georgetown University’s Center for the Study of Slavery and Its Legacies,
as he traces the Jesuit’s involvement in slavery in early America and the
current efforts to reckon with that history at Georgetown and other Jesuit
schools.  
  
This event is co-sponsored by the Georgetown Club of Kansas City and
Jesuit Friends and Alumni Network-Kansas City. Copies of Rothman's book,
"Facing Georgetown's History: A Reader on Slavery, Memory, and
Reconciliation" will be available for sale at the reception following the talk.
Please register here to reserve a seat in the auditorium.  

ADDITIONAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH
RESOURCES 

  

https://engage.rockhurst.edu/register/adamrothman
https://engage.rockhurst.edu/register/adamrothman
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Allies for Racial Justice Team

13720 Roe Ave, Leawood, KS 66224

Unsubscribe - Unsubscribe Preferences

The United Methodist Church offers a list of 29 ways to
celebrate Black History Month at this link.
  
For more Kansas City Metro Area opportunities, click here.

Read, View and Learn

Visit the Allies for Racial Justice website for great video and book
suggestions that can help us better understand our differences, appreciate
our similarities and establish Christ-centered solutions to end racial and
social injustices. Terrific selections for ARJ Small Groups! 

Click HERE for all our recommended reading and video resources 

 For more information on Allies for Racial Justice, visit our website:
https://resurrection.church/arj
or join the conversation on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlliesForRacialJustice
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